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Predavanja 
/Lectures 

Seminar 
/Seminar 

Vaje 
/Tutorials 

Klinične vaje 
/Clinical 
tutorials 

Druge oblike 
študija 

/Other forms 
of study 

Samostojno 
delo 

/Individual 
student work 

ECTS 

20    90 70 6 
 

Nosilec predmeta/Lecturer: Primož Pevcin                 
 

Vrsta predmeta/Course type: Splošno izbirni/Elective 
 

Jeziki/Languages: Predavanja/Lectures: Angleščina, Slovenščina                     
 Vaje/Tutorial:  

 

Pogoji za vključitev v delo oz. za opravljanje 
študijskih obveznosti: 

Prerequisites: 

Ni pogojev. No prerequisits. 
 

Vsebina: Content (Syllabus outline): 
1. Opredelitev majhne države 
2. Družbeno-ekonomski vidiki velikosti države: 

prednosti in slabosti 
3. Posebnosti ekonomike in upravljanja majhne 

države 
4. Politična ekonomija v majhnih državah 
5. Večnivojsko upravljanje, javni menedžment in 

majhne države 
6. Oblikovanje pametnih politik v majhnih državah 
7. Majhne države in odnosi z mednarodnimi 

organizacijami 
8. Sektorske posebnosti v majhnih državah 

(gospodarstvo, nevladne in nepridobitne 
organizacije, četrti sektor itd.) 

9. Razmerja in odločanje v majhnih državah 
10. Majhne države in kapaciteta za reševanje 

kompleksnih problemov 

1. Various definitions of small state. 
2. Socio-economics of state size: advantages and 

disadvantages of state size 
3. Specifics of economics and governance of small 

states 
4. Political economy of small states 
5. Multi-level governance, public management in 

small states 
6. Creation of smart state policies in small states 
7. Small states and relations to international 

organizations 
8. Sector-specific issues in small states (economy, 

NGO's and non-profit organizations, fourth 
sector etc.) 

9. Relationships and decision-making in small states 
10. Small states and capacity to solve complex 

problems 



11. Krize in krizni menedžment v majhnih državah 
12. Majhne države v EU 

11. Crisis management in small states 
12. Small states in the EU 

 

Temeljna literatura in viri/Readings: 
1. Cunha, A. in Thorhallson, B. (2023). Small States and Big Powers. Springer. 
2. Thorhallson, B. (2018). Small States and Shelter Theory. Routledge. 

 

Cilji in kompetence: Objectives and competences: 
Cilji: 
• Spoznavanje posebnosti delovanja majhnih 

držav. 
• Spoznavanje razlik v upravljanju med majhnimi 

in velikimi državami. 
• Spoznavanje učinkov večnivojskih razmerij in 

globalizacije na majhne države. 
• Spoznavanje politik in obvladovanja kompleksnih 

problemov v majhnih državah. 
Kompetence: 
• Sposobnost razumevanja družbeno-ekonomskih 

posebnosti in specifičnosti majhnih držav 
vključujoč posebnosti v razmerjih in delovanju 
gospodarstva, nevladnih in nepridobitnih 
organizacij, četrtega sektorja. 

• Sposobnost razumevanja vpliva kontekstualnih 
dejavnikov na majhne države. 

• Sposobnost identifikacije in obvladovanja 
kompleksnih problemov v majhnih državah. 

• Sposobnost upravljanja in oblikovanja politik v 
majhnih državah. 

• Sposobnost razumevanja medkulturnega in 
raznolikega okolja. 

Objectives: 
• Student discovers the specifics in the functioning 

of small states. 
• Student recognizes the differences in governance 

of small versus large states. 
• Student recognizes the effects of multi-level 

governance relations and globalization on small 
states. 

• Student discovers policies and complex problem 
solving issues in small states. 

Competences: 
• Ability to understand socio-economic specifics of 

small states, including specific relationships and 
functioning of economy, NGO's and nonprofits, 
as well as the fourth sector. 

• Ability to place small states issues in the context. 
• Ability to critically evaluates complex problems 

of small states. 
• Ability to place in the context governance and 

policy making issues in small states. 
• Ability to understand intercultural environment. 

 

Predvideni študijski rezultati: Intended learning outcomes: 
Študent: 
• Poda multi-disciplinarno opredelitev majhne 

države; 
• Opiše posebnosti družbeno-ekonomskih razmerij 

v majhnih državah; 
• Analizirati učinke velikosti države na javno 

upravo, politike, gospodarstvo in mednarodne 
odnose; 

• Identificira izzive in priložnosti majhnih držav v 
EU, ter operacionalizirati pametne strategije; 

• Karakterizira posebnosti majhne ekonomije v 
kontektsu večnivojskih upravljavskih razmerij in 
globalizacije; 

• Reši konkreten problem majhne države ter 
oblikovati svetovalni predlog za upravljavske 
strukture majhne države. 

Students: 
• know how small states are defined according to 

different disciplinary/ theoretical perspectives 
(international relations, economics, public 
administration, sociology); 

• escribe the special characteristics of role-
relationships in small societies and their impact 
on political, administrative and economic 
behavior; 

• analyze the impact of size on small states’ 
politics, public administration, economy and 
international relations; 

• discuss the challenges and opportunities of small 
states in Europe and their strategies in taking 
advantage of the EU institutional structures, 
including the ‘smart state strategy’; 

• characterize the special traits of small markets, 
relate these to the potential goals and means of 
economic policy in the context of global markets 
and multi-level governance.; 

• be able to apply the gained knowledge to a 
practical policy problem in order to provide 
policy advice to a small state government. 



 

Metode poučevanja in učenja: Learning and teaching methods: 
1. Predavanja 
2. Seminarji 
3. Projektno delo 
4. Študije primera 
5. Problemsko učenje 
6. Domače naloge 

1. Lectures 
2. Seminars 
3. Project work 
4. Case studies 
5. Problem-based learning 
6. Homeworks 

 

Načini ocenjevanja: Delež/Weight Assessment: 
pisni in/ali ustni izpit 60,00 % written and/or oral exam 
seminarska projektna naloga 40,00 % project seminar 

 

Ocenjevalna lestvica: Grading system: 
5 - 10, pri čemer velja, da je pozitivna ocena od 6 - 10 5 - 10, a student passes the exam if he is graded from 

6 to 10 
 

Reference nosilca/Lecturer's references: 
1. Pevcin, P. (2021). Government size and quality of governance: Does state size matter?. International Journal 

of Business and Economic Siences Applied Research, 13(3), 7-14. 
2. Pevcin, P. (2020). An insight into potential fiscal implications of the great lockdown from the perspective 

of small states. Acta economica: časopis za ekonomiju, 18(33), 9-20. 
3. Rijavec, D. in Pevcin, P. (2020). Assessing the correlation of crisis management studies and small states 

studies: a literature review of Web of Science database. V P. Šprajc (ur.), 39th International Conference on 
Organizational Science Development Organizations at Innovation and Digital Transformation Roundabout : conference 
proceedings = 39. mednarodna konferenca o razvoju organizacijskih znanosti Organizacije na krožišču inovativnosti in 
digitalne transformacije (str. 663-674). Maribor University Press. 
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